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Giant Hogweed
• 	Giant hogweed is a tall (usually 3 - 5m), biennial or perennial herbaceous plant with several hundred small white flowers in large umbrellalike flower heads up to 500mm across (see picture nos. 1, 6 & 7).
•

Stems are green with dark-red or purple blotches and are hollow; they can be up to 100mm in diameter (see picture no. 2).

• 	Leaves are dark green in colour and grow in a rosette formation - they are jagged in appearance and spiky at the ends, lower leaves can
be up to 1.5m long (see picture no. 3).
•

Giant hogweed looks like very large cow parsley, with a pale, swollen rootstock.

• 	20-50,000 viable seeds a year from each plant can be dispersed over short distances by wind but considerably longer distances by
rivers and streams (see picture nos. 1 & 8).
•

They can also be transported in soil adhering to shoes, machinery and other contaminated objects.

• 	Since the dispersal of giant hogweed is almost entirely by seeds it is very important to prevent the plant from flowering and setting seed
(see picture no. 8).
• 	Some species are sometimes confused with giant hogweed due to their flowering head; wild carrot, fool’s watercress, cow parsley,
hedge parsley, pignut, sweet cicely, hogweed, wild angelica, Alexander’s, sweet cicely, water hemlock, wild parsnip, fennel and hemlock
•	The plants very large leaves results in it shading out less vigorous native plants in its immediate vicinity, which results in decrease in the
biodiversity of the surrounding area
•	As a consequence of out-competing native riverside plants, river banks can be left bare in the winter and susceptible to erosion during
spates and floods.
If you see any examples of this species or any other alien invasive species
please enter your records at www2.habitas.org.uk/records/ISI and take photos if possible.

